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§ 1 Recenﬂy an irquiry w2s con.lucted by the Ofﬁee of Scient iﬁc

in the n*oble:n of Mmrxddentified flying cbjects,® i.e,, £lying swucers;
vhether adeqmate study and research is currently b-in-r directed to
this’ nroble:'. in its relaticn to such patiomal sect':.'*t* 3rmlications;
and yhat furtner investization and research should 'ce insti‘bnted

b:r vaa, epd under wmt ..evis.

2 It s fcu:xd that the gy v‘dt of Governrent currently
study:tro the problen i3 the Di—veterate of In‘:.elligence TEAF, vhich
kas charged the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with .
respozsitility for :!...vnstlg;t;::; the rencrts cf sishiipgs,. . At ATIC
t..e.e is a grovp of three officers and two secretaries to vhich ceze,
thro.xah official channe Es all reports of sightings, This grovp |
conducts investization of the reports, consulting as reguired iith

" other Air Force ard civilian technical perscanel, A world-wide
- Yeporting system has been i':s*# tuted ard rajor Alr Force 3ases have

teen’ c::ere:’. %o make interce piions cf vnidentified flying objectis.
The Tasearch is being conducted on a case basis and is dasignad to
proviis 2 satisfaciory explaration of each i..div‘m...l sighting.

“i ATIC Ens eoneluded an arrengersnt 1ith Battelle semorial Inmstituts
. for the latier to est.‘bi!ifn & rachire inde:ding system for official

reports cf sightings,
: . s

"3, Singe 1°lL7,‘ ZFC has received aprroximately 1500 officia
reports cf sightings plus an erorcous volume of leiters, ghene calls,

) and Tress reports, During July 1952 ulore, officisl I“'DO"'ta totaled 250,

01‘ the 1500 reperts, Alr "?o*cn cayries 20 percent as wnesminired ard
f.‘ these v-enei"ed frea Jaouary. through July 1952 it carxries 25 parcent

o el e .

4. Inits irguiry/into this problem, a tean from CIA's Office
of Sciontific Intolligernce consvlted with a representative of Air

+ Faree Speeial Studies Croup; discussed the problen with those in ckarge

of the > Torce Projeet at trisht t-Patterson Air Ferce Base; revisued
a censidemdle: volume of inte lligerce reports;:checked the Scviet

[ otmdl)

press ahd'orendeast isdices; arnd- conferred, with Ahrsa OI% consultonts,
vho have brond Imewledge of the tcchnical areas ‘concerned, . L
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S5 -1t vas found that ths ATIC study is probably valid if the
purposo is limited to a case-by-case explanation, However, that
study does not solve .the nore fundarental aspects of the problen, ;
These aspects are to dete e definitely the rature of the various ' !

. ....Cz;*.._m...-u._‘..w. -

phenceena vhich are causing these sightings, and to discover means
by uhich these causes; and|their visual or elacironic effects P54 .
be ideatified ixtediately, The CIA consultants stated that these
soluticns would probably b2 found on the margins or just beyond the o
froatiers-ef our present inowledge in'the fields of atmospherie, . - !
donospheric, and extraterrestrial phenarsna, with the added possibility

- Eoat the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also :
be a factor, _Thay'recc::e?ded tkat o study group bs formed to perform
three fumetions: . . 4 . ¢ L

R ¢ . . . :
ry a.mlyze and sql'sfemtize the factors vhich constitute
the fundarental problem; S

st be investigated in order to reach an wnderstanding of
the phenamena involved; and G =

-

€. rake reccamerdations for- the initiatien of appropriate
research, , e " o A
~ Dr, Julivs A, Stratton, Vice President of the Missachuseits Institute
of Tecknology, has indicatsd to CIA tkat such a group cowld te - &5
- eonstituted et that Institufe, Simdlarly, Project Iincoln, tke -
Alr Ferce's air cefemse rroject at 13T s could be charged vith seme
of tzese responsikilities, | - )
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6. Tke flying saucor situation centains tuo elerments of danger
which, in a sitweticn of in*lterr.ationa.l tensicn, kave pational security
implications, These are: | .

; -8, Psvcholorical L'ith world-vide sightings reported, it
: 1as found that, up to the time of the investigation ihere had
— beed in the Soviet press no report or ccrment, even satirical,
' cn flying saucers, though Gremyko had rade cne himorous
pextion of the sudject. 'Uith a State-centrolled press , this
N eculd result oaly fromian official policy decision.’ The
- : ‘ question, therefcre, arises as to whether or not these sightingss

L3 NI ey £ s B owr o,

(1) . could be controlled,

) .
oy I e A ]

' (2) could be predicted, 'an.d

- (3) ‘ ccpid' e vsed fron a.psychoiogic;:l \arfars .
© 777 point of view, elther offensively or defensively, —
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‘ The public concern lit!i the phencrena, vhich is reflected both o
in the United Stateq rress and in the pressure of irquiry upon the 7.
Alr Forecs, indicatezz:bat & fair rroportion of cur population

is rentally conditicred to the acceéptande of the incredible,
o+ In this fect lies the potential for the touching-off of mss
©. hysterfa ard pande, | .
4.4 0w b, Alr Vilnerah!lity - The United States Adr Varning System -
% will undcubtedly alvays depend upen a combinetion of radar screen-
~ ingz and visual obserwation, The U.S.3.R. is’credited with the '
present capability of delivering zn air attack ageinstthe .
z o, Undted States, yet ait any given mament now, there may be
i - cuwrrent a dozen official unidentified sightings plus rany .
sv . uwaofficia) cnes, At any mcuent of atiack, wve are mov ina
position vhere we camnot, on an instant basis, distinguish
- barduare fron phanten, and es tension mownts we will run tha
increasing risk of false alerts end the even greater dangsr
of falsely identifzing the real as phantem,

7. Both of these problems are prirerily cperaticzal in raturve
but each contains readily apparent Ir*alligence factors,.. .

. 8. Fromean operatioral poimt of view, three actions ave
required:

vs should be taken to improve identification
ectronic vhanton so that, in tha event of
4 positive idertilication of ersry planes

.
2

g, Irediate st
of both visual 2nd e
en atiack, instant a
or rissilss can be

S48

b, A study shonld be instituted to deterrins wkat, if any,
utilizetion conld te|=de of these vhencrera by Trniied States
psycholezical warfare planrers and vkat, if any, defenses should
be plar=med in antici,iv{ation of Soviet atierpts to utilizs them,

c. In order to iini.n.{ze risk of panie, a raticral policy
should b2 established as to vhat should be io0ld the public
regarcing the phenc::ém. : '

9. « Other intelligence problems vhich regquire determiration
are:s pI

o5

.a, The present level of Soviet knevledge Tegarding |
& .. these phencoens, O .

b. Péssibie Soviet intentio;'ls and mmbilities to
utilize these phencrena to the detriment of United States
security interests, | ' :
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’ O o eyl
ime v G The Teasons for silence in ths Soviet press ‘ ‘Qp
rogarding flying saucers, ' ' 7
10, Additiozal re..Jl'earch, differinf in character and empkasis
{rem that presently beirg performed by Air Feree, will te required
++ 40 to meet tho speecific peeds of both orerations and intelligence, '
41 . . .- Intelligence Tésponsibilities in this field as regards both collectien
N C and snalysis can be discherged with madoun effectiveness only after ° !
IR " ruch nmode is Imowmn regardirg the exact rature of these phencuena, ;
o . 1. I consider tb.iF problentobe of such importance that 1t -
— : should be brought to tkel atientidn of the Yatiomal Security Council.
: in cxder that a cmunit&-yﬁ.de coordimted effort towards its solutien
' Ray be indtiated, . ] S )
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